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Old Ursuline Convent
recognized as a Registered
National Historic Landmark.

were divided among seven
orphanages, with no requirement that it be Catholic.”
Haughery was so beloved
among New Orleanians, she
was given a state funeral
upon her death in 1882. A
statue was erected in her
honor in 1884, becoming
only the second statue of a
woman to be erected in the
United States.
➤ Blessed Seelos, a Redemptorist priest born in
Germany, was known as
the “Cheerful Ascetic” who
spent nearly all of his ordained life as a parish-based
and missionary preacher in
the United States. After more
than 40 years of selfless
service, Father Seelos was
assigned to New Orleans in
1866 to serve as pastor of St.
Mary’s Assumption Church.
Less than a year after arriving in the city, Father
Seelos contracted yellow
fever through his dedicated
ministry to the sick. He died
on Oct. 4, 1867, at age 48
and was beatified by St. John
Paul II in 2000.
Beth Donze can be reached
at bdonze@clarionherald.org.
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Above, “Pope John Paul II
with Saints Venerated in New
Orleans,” a painting by Fred
Villanueva, was unveiled at
the New Orleans Museum of
Art’s 2013 exhibit on the life of
now-Saint John Paul II. At left,
Venerable Henriette Delille is
captured in a stained-glass
window in St. Louis Cathedral.
Mother Delille’s ministry as a
catechist and caretaker of
enslaved and free people
of color had her visiting the
cathedral as a sponsor of
baptisms and marriages. She
founded the Sisters of the Holy
Family, the nation’s first community of African-American
sisters, in 1842.
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Dr. Norman C. Francis becomes president of Xavier University
of Louisiana, going on to serve 47 years as the longest-tenured
college president of his era. He accepts the job on April 4, the
same day Dr. Martin Luther King was assassinated in Memphis.

Mary-Joseph Residence of
the Little Sisters of the Poor
dedicated, Dec. 17.
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Brother Martin High School in Gentilly opens as a
consolidation of St. Aloysius and Cor Jesu high schools.

First class of permanent
deacons ordained by
Archbishop Hannan
in May.
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U.S. Supreme Court legalizes abortion through
its Roe v. Wade decision, Jan. 22.
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