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CATHEDRAL
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and Monterey all have better
claims.
The original wood and
wrought-iron central spire
was covered in slate in 1859
but still remains behind the
slate. The cathedral’s high

altar and side altars were
designed by Louis Gille and
fabricated in Ghert, Belgium.
Belgian paintings of St. Francis of Assisi and the Blessed
Virgin were hung over the
side altars. Over the high
altar was placed a painting of
St. Louis by Alexander Boulit,
who did the murals through-
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The “new” St. Louis Cathedral was dedicated on Dec. 7, 1851.

out the cathedral. Almonester’s remains were reinterred
in the new cathedral.
The clock in the façade was
originally back-lit by gas. In
1853, it caught fire, and in
1891, it was struck by lightning. By 1872, the cathedral’s
ceiling and sanctuary murals
were in poor condition and
had to be reworked by Erasmus Humbrecht. He would
have to do it again 20 years
later.
By the second decade of
the 20th century, the cathedral was in such poor condition that the archbishop
Francisco Porro y Reinado is appointed
second bishop of Diocese of Louisiana and
the Floridas on July 20, but never takes
formal possession of the diocese and is
transferred to the see of Tarazona in 1803.

Cuban-born Juan de Dios
Valdes ordained to priesthood
at Ursuline Chapel, the first
sacerdotal ordination in
Louisiana, April 1.

1797

1797
Spain retrocedes the
Louisiana Territory to
France by the secret Treaty
of San Ildefonso, Oct. 1.

1800

1801

ordered the cathedral closed
to the public. Temporary “tie
chains and supports” were
added to hold the cathedral
together.
In 1909, there was an
explosion in the cathedral
during a christening. The
choir loft, organ, an altar and
virtually every stained-glass
window were damaged. The
explosion was thought to be
from a bomb placed by two
men, but the evidence was
inconclusive. It may have
been a gas explosion.
In 1918, local philanthropist William Irby stepped

Canon Thomas Hassett dies, April 24, thereby extinguishing the last
canonical link of the Church in Louisiana to Spain. Father Patrick Walsh
claims to be the vicar general of Louisiana and precipitates a two-year
schism between his followers and those of Father de Sedella, who is
“elected” pastor of St. Louis Cathedral the following year.

1803

1804

Clement Laussat, Napoleon Bonaparte’s representative in Louisiana, goes to the Ursuline Convent on April 13 to
reassure the nuns that there is no danger to them or their property from the French Republic. Nevertheless, six
weeks later, 16 of 27 Ursulines leave New Orleans for Havana. On Nov. 30, Laussat takes formal possession of the
Louisiana Territory. Some Spanish clergy depart. Three weeks later, Dec. 20, W.C.C. Claiborne and General James
Wilkinson take formal possession of the Louisiana Territory for the U.S. as result of the Louisiana Purchase.

1804
William C.C. Claiborne
sworn in as the first
American governor of
Louisiana, Oct. 2.

forward to pay for the needed
structural repairs and restoration of the church. The
cathedral’s paintings were redone by John George Achille
Peretti. The cathedral was
reopened on Dec. 8, 1918.
For the 1938 Eighth National Eucharistic Congress,
there was yet another renovation. Humbrecht’s sanctuary
wall mural had to be completely reworked by Oidtmann Studio of New York.
On Sept. 4, 1938, The TimesPicayune wrote, “Visitors to
the Eucharistic Congress here
will see a completely renovated St. Louis Cathedral. This
week scaffolding was being
removed from the historic
religious center as another of
a series of renovations near
completion.”
The church was first airconditioned in 1956, and two
years later, the entire exterior
was repaired. In 1960 and
1961, the cathedral had steel
framework added to strengthen it.
In anticipation of the
nation’s bicentennial, the
cathedral underwent a major
renovation from April 1,
1975, to April 25, 1976, under the direction of architects
Kessels-Diboll-Kessels. Work
included structural repairs,
a new roof, fire suppression
system, chandeliers, HVAC
system and fresco restoration.
St. Louis Cathedral has
been designated a National
Historic Landmark, and its
image can’t be separated
from the city’s. Who doesn’t
remember President Bush
speaking to the nation following Hurricane Katrina
with the cathedral in the
background or Pope John
Paul II’s address to clergy and
religious in the cathedral?
Robert J. Cangelosi Jr., AIA,
NCARB, is a local architect
with Koch and Wilson Architects. architects@kochand
wilson.com.

Propaganda Fide in Rome extends
the faculties and jurisdiction of
Bishop John Carroll of Baltimore to
the Louisiana Territory, Sept. 20,
until another bishop is appointed.
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