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May God continue to bless our great City of New Orleans
Archbishop
Gregory M.

AYMOND

January 6, 2018
Dear Sisters and Brothers in
Christ:
We are excited in New Orleans as we celebrate the Tricentennial of its founding.
We have received a blessing
from our Holy Father Pope
Francis and a letter from his
personal representative, the
Apostolic Nuncio Christophe Pierre (see page 4). It
is a blessing to know that in
Rome we are being remembered and prayed for as we
celebrate.
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Most Reverend
Gregory M. Aymond
Archbishop of New Orleans
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On April 9, Rene Robert Cavelier de la Salle claims the
Louisiana Territory for France at the mouth of the Mississippi
River and names the territory “Louisiana.” The territory comes
under the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the bishop of Quebec.

1682

Sincerely in Christ,

1699

1699
Iberville lands at
Mardi Gras Pass; first
Mass celebrated on
Louisiana soil.

France establishes its first
settlement in the lower
Mississippi Valley at Old Biloxi,
present-day Ocean Springs.

1703
The first canonical parish is established
on July 20 at Fort Louis de la Mobile in
present-day Alabama (then the capital of
the Louisiana Territory).

The City of
New Orleans
is founded.

1718

Site designated for the
building of St. Louis
Church (later cathedral).

1720

First Catholic record from the church in New Orleans is from a
marriage book listing marriages from 1720-30. Père Antoine
had the foresight to make a copy, providential because the
existing records burned in a 1788 fire.
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1721
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what now is called Catholic Charities. The religious
communities who have
served in our archdiocese
have, in many ways, helped
to shape who we are as the
people of God in New Orleans.
I am also grateful to the
lay faithful. Thank you
for your faith and for the
ways in which you grow in
your relationship with the
Lord Jesus and faithfully
serve in your parish that it
may become a more alive
community of faith. I am
particularly grateful to so
many who have participated in our Ninth General
Synod and are helping us to
become a stronger and more
welcoming church.
We are blessed to have the
statue of St. Pope John Paul
II outside of our cathedral.
The statue, which was commissioned for the Tricentennial, is our gift to the
city. It was blessed by Pope
Francis in November of
2017 and will be blessed at
the cathedral on January 7
at the opening Mass for the
Tricentennial.
May God continue to
bless our great City of
New Orleans and help us
to continue to make it a
faith-filled place where the
church is alive and is led by
the Holy Spirit.

