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February 14, Sixth Sunday of
Ordinary Time

Readings:

1: Jeremiah 17:5-8
Psalm 1:1-4, 6

2: 1 Corinthians 15:12,
16-20

Gospel: Luke 6:17, 20-26

By Jeff Hensley

Catholic News Service

y wife Susan and I

wandered away from
our church affiliations dur-
ing our college years. We
began reconnecting with
God and the church af-
ter serving for a year with
Volunteers in Service to
America. Through the grace
of God and the witness of
our rural neighbors we were
reintroduced to the value
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of faith.

On our return, we started
attending church, irregularly
at first, then committing to
regular attendance at Mass.
Next came attending char-
ismatic prayer meetings and
involvement in the Catholic
charismatic renewal. The
combination brought us to a
lively and active faith.

At the same time, my wife
was entering into her career
teaching poor children. In
those first years she taught
reading to mostly poor black
children who lived in hous-
ing projects near downtown
Fort Worth. For the last 20-
plus years, she has taught
English as a Second Language
to high school students from
every corner of the world
while also providing a class-
room home for them as they
adjust to a new culture.

In working with disad-
vantaged and immigrant
students, she became, like
the Scripture in Jeremiah
describes, one who trusted
in the Lord and found her
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hope in the Lord, and we
always found God faithful
to his promise — the promise,
as Jeremiah put it in today’s
readings, that those who
do trust in him will not be-
come distressed in the year of
drought, but still will be able
to bear fruit.

When Susan had cancer
surgery in December of 2008,
a woman who had taught
with her decades earlier “hap-
pened to be” tutoring in her
classroom. The woman was a
master teacher, so when my
wife was unable to stand for
very long at a time, much less
take full charge of teaching
her classes, her “tutor” rose to
the occasion. She was, quite
literally, a “Godsend,” fruit
of my wife’s diligence in fol-
lowing God in her vocation
to serve and love the poor.

QUESTIONS:
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lessed is the one who
trusts in the Lord, whose
hope is the Lord.”

— Jeremiah 17:7

This outworking of God’s
economy, in which we give :
to others in one form and it

comes back to us in another,

in the beatitudes,

. are you who are now weep-

ing, for you will laugh,”
he doesn’t mean only after

- reaching heaven. God’s
shows us that when Jesus says :
“Blessed

principles begin to work in
the here and now as well.

Have you seen God blessing the giving that others have done with
goodness in their own lives? How might God be calling you to invest
your love in the lives of others?
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