Sr. Annette Baxley

By Beth Donze

If there were a ORecy -
cling Olympics,O Marian -
ite Sister Annette Baxley
would have a good shot
at the gold in the Omara -
thonO event.

An avid recycler since
World War I, Sister An-
nette developed her
commendable habit as
a second-grader, the
year her teacher led a
series of nature-themed
Peld trips. Little Annette,
then 7, was also inspired
by the nationwide call
for Americans to collect
recyclable items for the
war effort.
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archbishop hughes

World Youth Day 2008
in Sydney, Australia,
is history! Have you
heard anything about
it? Three hundred pfty
thousand young people
from 170 countries par -
ticipated in the Pnal
Mass. They came to join
other young people who
wanted to be strength -
ened in their faith and to
be encouraged to be -
come ambassadors of
that faith to others.

The theme of these
days was OYou will re -
ceive power when the
Holy Spirit comes upon
you; and you will be
my witnesses.O They
came. They received the

. power of the Spirit. They
\.

have now returned home
strengthened to be wit -
nesses to Jesus Christ.

For three days in July they
gathered each morning
to listen to a message on
baptism, conbrmation, the
Eucharist and the sacra -
ment of penance and rec -
onciliation. They engaged
the bishop speakers with
their questions and con -
cerns. They enjoyed Chris -
tian music from around the
world.

In the afternoons they
participated in apostolic
works, reaching out to the
sick, the lonely, the poor
and many other people
in need. One afternoon
representatives from the
Sydney Taronga Park Zoo

ArchbishopOs

>v< 350,000 you

ng Catholics unite for
spiritfilled time in australia

brought animals typical to
Australia to our Holy Father:
a koala bear, a wallaby
joey and an echidna.

On Friday evening, they
walked through the
streets of Sydney in a
public stations of the
cross, praying for the
grace to resist the evils
which led to Jesus mak -
ing the original way of
the cross to Calvary.

On Saturday evening,
the young people
gathered in vigil with
Pope Benedict to listen
to sacred Scripture, to
hear witness talks by
their contemporaries, to
be inspired by Christian
music and then to hear
Pope Benedict encour -

Assignment

age them to open their
minds and hearts to the
Holy Spirit.

The Pnal morning the
young people gathered

with our Holy Father at the
Randwick Racecourse to
celebrate the Eucharist.
Again, Pope Benedict
challenged them to give
their lives over to the Lord
Jesus and let the Holy Spirit
teach them how to walk in
P8 his way.

1| You are now into a new
school year. |, too, hope

J that you will give your life
(" over to the Lord Jesus and
let the Holy Spirit teach
you how to walk in his
way.

Archbishop Alfred
Hughes welcomes a
youngster home to

New Orleans after Hur -
ricane Gustav. (Photo

by Frank J. Methe)
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By Beth Donze

When Michael Connick
was 10 months old, he
developed a rash after
eating some macaroni
and cheese. Suspect -
ing he had an allergy to
milk, MichaelOs mother
took him to the pediatri
cian.

that Baby Michael was

allergic to milk, soy and

peanuts; but while he

probably would outgrow

his allergies to milk and
<) soy, his other allergy
was more alarming: he
likely would be allergic
to peanuts for the rest of
his life, and could suffer
a fatal reaction if he
accidentally consumed
them.

or | have trouble breath
ing, (an adult) has to
stick me with the EpiPen

said Michael, referring
to the pen-size stick that
contains epinephrine, a
life-saving allergy medi
cation that is on standby
in the school ofpce, caf
eteria and around the
neck of his teacher at St.
. Benilde.

OIf I get an itchy tongue

and IOl have to go to the
hospital for a long time,O

The test results revealed
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St Benilde student educates his
peers about peanut allergies
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Michael Connick, a St. Benilde third-grader,
wears a medical “dog tag” with infformation on
how to assist him in the event of an allergic reac-
tion to peanuts. (Photo by Beth Donze)

Now a third-grader,
Michael takes his peanut
allergy in stride, having
become an authority on
the subject.

In a recent contest
sponsored by the Food
Allergy and Anaphylaxis
Network, a national ad -
vocacy group, Michael
earned third place in his
age division for his poster
depicting an elephant
teaching the three major

rules peanut-allergy suf -
ferers should follow: wash
your hands before and
after eating; read food
labels; and always carry
your medicine with you.
OMy friends always wash
their hands before and
after they eat because
they might have touched
something that has pea -
nuts, and then they touch
my shoulder,O Michael
explained. OThen | could

0 W

Just listen to yourself!

A few years ago, Ann
Bordes, a second-grade
teacher at St. Matthew the
Apostle, designed a clever,
low-tech learning tool to
help her students practice
their pronunciation and oral
reading skills: She asked her
husband, Buddy, to assem-
ble pieces of PVC tubing to
create “Phonics Phones,”
devices that amplify one’s
voice when spoken into.
Bordes said the lightweight
phones, which rely on basic sound-wave physics and contain no electronic
parts, are a hit with her students, especially during their free reading time. Her
engrossed readers include Kayla Lobell (left), and Dylan Binder and Madison
Smith (above). “Rarely do children get a chance to hear themselves (speak)
the way others hear them,” Bordes noted. (Photos by Beth Donze)

touch my shoulder and it
could eventually get into
my mouth.O

While heOs never suf-
fered a full-Bedged aller
gic reaction to peanuts,
Michael has learned to
not take any chances.

In addition to avoid -
ing foods with obvious
peanut content, such

as peanut butter and
nut-blled snacks, Michael
carefully reads all food
labels to see if the food
was assembled in a plant
that processes peanut
products. He also stays
away from foods con -
taining peanut oil, even
though most American
varieties do not cause an
allergic reaction.

To play it safe, he avoids
all nuts, due to possible
cross-contamination.
Once, while eating sun -
Bower seeds at a base -
ball game, he suffered
a mild reaction that was
treated with Benadryl.

OThe best the allergist
and | can bgure is that
someone running the
concession stand was
eating peanuts and
touched the bag of sun
Bower seeds they gave
Michael,O said Susan

Connick, MichaelOs
mother. She said St.
Benilde has been
incredibly responsive
to MichaelOs dietary
restrictions by setting
up a Opeanut-free
zoneO in the cafeteria
and posting a list of
MichaelOs symptoms
and emergency
information in every
classroom. Connick
goes to teacher
orientations and par -
ent meetings to brief .
adults on food aller -
gies, and reads to stu -
dents from the OAlex -
ander the ElephantO
series of food allergy
books.

Ol canOt tell you how
wonderful everyone
at St. Benilde has
been,O Connick said.
OThe teachers always
let me come into the
classroom and the
parents are always so
great about clearing
the snacks they bring
in on treat days.O

(The Connick fam -
ily recommends the
following site for more
information on food
allergies: www.food

allergy.org.)
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Last spring, as her
eighth-grade religion
students were discussing
their textbookOs chapter
on social justice, Heather
Giordano saw the light
bulbs go off.

OThe kids started
bouncing around ideas
about the meaning of
social justice and what
being a Christian means
in relation to your com -
munity,O0O said Giordano,
who teaches at Our
Lady of Perpetual Help
in Belle Chasse. OThey
said, OWait a minute! We
donOt have a recycling
program (in Plaque -
mines Parish) and that is
a social justice issue!l00

Feeling it would be
morally irresponsible to
ignore this fact, the class
of 2008 began meeting
with Plaguemines Parish
President Billy Nungesser
and other ofbcials last
March to Pnd out how
they could make curb -
side recycling happen.
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OLPH eighth- graders want to resurrect

recycling in Plaguemines Parish

public library.

Accepting newspaper,
cardboard, aluminum, tin
and plastic D everything
but glass B the bins are
emptied monthly by a
company that services
curbside pick-up in neigh -
boring Jefferson Parish.

To continue their prede -
cessorsO campaign, this
yearOs eighth-graders are
appealing to local busi -
nesses for their help in
strategically placing an
additional seven collec -
tion bins in Plaguemines by
the end of the school year.
Their hope is that recycling
will be popular enough
with locals to warrant the
resumption of weekly curb -
side recycling.

OltOs very expensive to do
curbside recycling and
the parish is willing to put
up the money, but only
if residents are willing to
participate,O Giordano
explained. OIf people are
willing to participate in a
program where they actu -
ally have to take their recy -

in every classroom. Soon,
eighth-graders will take
an original skit and Power -
Point presentation on the
importance of recycling to
each OLPH classroom and
to other area schools. They
will also speak at weekend
Masses at OLPH Church.
Ol always knew that re -
cycling was out there, but
when 10d throw a water
bottle away, 10d never think

about it,0 said eighth-grad
er Josie Bridges, noting that
recycling has now become
Oa priorityO for her and her
family. OGetting people
out of the habit of throwing
(recyclables) away is the
hardest part because they
donOt even realize theyOre
doing it,0 she said.
Eighth-grader Deanna
Cheathem cringes when
she thinks about how much

- more trash her family puts

out since Katrina suspend
ed curbside recycling in
her neighborhood.

OOur Christian faith is
all about helping others
and trying to spread the
word of Jesus,O Deanna
said. OWhenever we go
out and help others, those
people will go out and
help even more people.
ItOs a big circle.O

The eighth-grade class
at Our Lady of Perpetual
Help in Belle Chasse
(pictured in front of their
school’s gigantic col-
lection bin) is continuing
an effort begun by last
year's eighth-graders

to encourage more
Plaquemines Parish
residents to recycle. If
enough people show
interest, parish leaders
say they will institute
curbside pickup.

\./_

/'

Morgan Ancar practices
the awareness skit her
class will perform for young
people across Plaque-
mines Parish. Slides of
litter-affected wildlife (right)
are part of the teenagers’
PowerPoint presentation.
(Photos by Beth Donze)

clables to a public bin, itOs
likely they will participate in
a curbside program.O

In addition to being the
site of an industrial-size
collection bin, OLPH is a
recycling-friendly place
boasting collection bins
for plastic and newspaper

Just three months later,
the tiny class of eight stu -
dents was able to bring
about the placement
of two huge recycling
collection bins for public
use: one between OLPH
Church and School; the
other at the Belle Chasse
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of town was due for its
weekly rotation of water
and electricity.

OWe always had a
bathtub full of water as a
backup,O Sister Annette
\ recalled. OWe had these
potbelly stoves in the
rooms for heat, and my
mother would go from
room to room, stirring the
corn in this room and the
potatoes in that room.

/ | had to follow her to
make sure everything
got stirred.O

While in Germany, the
young Annette also col -
lected food and cloth -
ing for the ODPsO b dis
placed persons D living
\ in MunichOs large tent

cities, many of them the
emaciated survivors of Nazi
concentration camps. She
remembers seeing the hun -
gry digging in landplls for
food scraps, and parents
getting excited
at the mere pros -
pect of receiving
a bar of soap.
With so many life
lessons on frugal -
ity, Sister Annette,
who entered the
convent at 17,
was well prepared for bve
years of missionary work in
Bangladesh, a poor coun -
try bordering India. She
and her fellow missionar -
ies set aside tin and glass
from care packages to
sell to local recyclers. Their

N
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studentsO test papers were
recycled, as were two ma -
terials used in brick-making:
rocks and dirt.

OWe used to collectco -
conuts, too,0 Sister Annette
said. OWhen you
open a coconut
the inside is like a
Brillo pad. They used
them to clean off
the buildings after
the monsoons, when
the buildings were
green with algae,O
she said. ONot one thing
was wasted.O

When Sister Annette an -
swered another missionary
call to Mexico, income
from her communityOs recy
cling efforts Pnanced the
building of a school library.

St. RitaOs recycling income
is used to buy jump ropes,
balls and other play equip
ment. But while the extra
income comes in handy,
Sister Annette tells her stu -
dents that mongy should
not be anyoneOs main
motivation to recycle.

OWe tell the children the
most important part is to
save landpll space,O she
said, noting that residents
of nearby Chateau de
Notre Dame are among
the effortOs most loyal
recyclers. Residents place
their newspapers outside
their door for collection by
Father Royce Mitchell, and
Marianite Sister Mary Kelly
takes the load to St. RitaOs
garage.

7
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The experiences of her
childhood often prompt
Sister Annette to step back
and consider the bounty at
AmericansO Pngertips.

OMany children (in the
United States) do not real
ize what they have,O she
said. OEven during World
War |1, here at home, we
rationed sugar and butter
and shoes. My grandmoth
er would give me her cou
pons for shoes because
mine used to wear out so
quickly!O _

(St. RitaOs convent ga -
rage, 2624 Pine St., ac -
cepts newspaper and
aluminum cans only. The
site does not accept card
board, plastic, glass, tin,
magazines or telephone
books.)
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Popularity

From St Matthew the

Apostle 5th-graders...

By Francesco Sedita

This is a story about a girl named
Cassie Knight who is very stylish
and popular. But when her fa-
ther gets transferred from Texas
to Maine, everything changes.
Everyone and everything at her
new school is serious and boring,
unlike her old school. But even in
a new school, she finds a way to
be her unique and fabulous self
and stands out by bringing some of her own style to
Maine. | liked it because it teaches you that even in a
new place, everyone can fitin.

(e,

Moly Rosato
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( YOU REVIEW

Diary of a Wimpy Kid
By Jeff Kinney

The story is about a boy named Greg
Heffley who is always mistreated by
his two brothers, Manny and Rodrick.
Greg's best friend Rowley is always
there for him, but embarrasses himself
and Greg every day. Greg writes in
his diary all of the time. Kids will enjoy
hearing all the funny things that hap-
pen to him and relate to the book
because it shows that it's okay to .
keep a diary to express your feelings.

From the Mixed-up Files of
Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler
By E. S. Konigsburg

The book is about a brother and
sister named Jamie and Clauv-
dia Kincaid who ran away from
home because they thought
their parents were being unfair.
They were also getting bored
with the chores they had to do.
m They ran away to the Metro-

politan Museum of Art. | liked this

story because it is funny and the
adventures they go through at the museum are inter-
esting. It made me want to do the same thing, except
| don’t want to run away from home. Most children will
relate to Claudia and Jamie and how they feel about
being away from home.

=
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J Little House in the Big Woods

By Laura Ingalls Wilder °

The book is about a little girl
named Laura and her family who
lived together in a small log cabin
in the Big Woods of Wisconsin.
The story starts in the 1870s and is
about the family’s life as pioneers.
They had to grow all their own
food and make their own clothes.
The nearest town was seven miles
away, and Laura’s family would
trade furs instead of using money to buy things at the store.
They even made their own Christmas gifts.

Jessica Schaumburg
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Kids" Clarion is back staff member, layper-
° for the 2008-09 school  son, priest, deacon or
/ yearl We rely on you to  woman religious who is

be our “eyes and ears.”
° ¥STUDENT KUDO$E:
you know of a student
who earned a special

° accolade, or who does

serving Catholic kids in a

special way this year?
¥SOMETHING SPECIAL

ABOUT YOUR SCHOOL.:

What does a ship say
when heOs cold?

“Shiver me timbers!”

o/

¥Kayla Jones
5th grade,
St. Ann

(e,
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What is the letter that
comes after X?

Y.

Because | want fo
know!
¥Jenna Noone

5th grade
St. Christopher

)
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7 why didn®t Cinder -

ella make the softball
team?

She kept running
away from the balll

¥Samantha Dares
5th grade,
St. Ann

O

Why did the boy eat
his homework?

¢

The teacher said it
was piece of cake!

¥ Emiy Battaglia
5th grade,
St. Ann

What did King Tut say
when he got scared?

“Where's my mum-
my?ll

¥J. R. Malbrough
5th grade,
Christian Brothers

What do you call a
shaking ship that sinks
to the bottom of the
ocean?

A nervous wreck!

¥Matthew Folse
5th grade,
St. Matthew the Apostle
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Are you proud of a
unique curricular en-
hancement, club or
service projecte
¥INTERESTING PHOTO
POSSIBILITIESVe accept
photo assignments on
a first-come, first-served
basis. If we can’t make
it to your event, send us
your best photos for our
consideration!

something unique or

outstanding, we want
to hear from you! The
areas of students’ ac-

. complishments include
community service,
parish life, the arts, acao-
demics and athletics.
Perhaps you know of a
sfudent who has an in-
teresting hobby, or who
has earned
some statewide
or national dis-

Write to us at:

¥Kids® Clarion

TIQ‘?S%%E WHO Aftn: Beth Donze, ew
P.O. Box 53247

CARE FOR OUR New Orl La. 70153

STUDENTO0 ew Orleans, La.,

» You know of .
an outstand- kidsclarion@clarionherald.org
ing school or Phone: (504) 596-3026
CCD teacher, FAX: (504) 596-3020
administrator, \

¥ -Mail:




